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6 MONTHS AFTER KATRINA

700 LAW STUDENTS AT 50 SCHOOLS KICK-OFF

“ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK TRIPS”

TO PROVIDE LEGAL RELIEF FOR GULF COAST

Law students step into the breach as Federal Government falters;

 Local governments overwhelmed.


National – On Tuesday, February 28, law students from across the nation will launch a massive effort to respond to the widespread legal crisis facing Gulf Coast residents in the wake of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  During Spring Breaks in March, more than 700 members of the Student Hurricane Network will travel to 23 cities in six states to volunteer their legal services for Gulf Coast non-profit groups.  Schools from as far as Oregon, Nebraska, Wisconsin, and New England will be participating (for a complete list of schools and contacts go to www.studenthurricanenetwork.org).  Law students will be defending the rights of various constituencies including:

· The 26,000 people recently evicted from FEMA hotel rooms

· The 5,000 people in Orleans Parish lacking public defenders

· The tens of thousands of displaced New Orleans voters.  

· The thousands of exploited immigrant workers

On the 6 month anniversary of Katrina, the Student Hurricane Network has organized a Feb. 28th National Day of Solidarity (at the end of Mardi Gras) with dozens of events at various schools to highlight the continuing Gulf Coast legal crisis.  Events will range from testimonials of survivors to hands-on service projects.

“People don’t realize the magnitude of the legal crisis plaguing those affected by the storm. Residents and evacuees are trying to put their lives together in a broken system, with unimaginable obstacles every step of the way,” said Morgan Williams, a Tulane Law student and Student Hurricane Network co-founder. “Now, six months after Katrina, more evacuees are on the streets of New Orleans than ever.  Just as their unemployment insurance is also being cut-off, they are being evicted from their hotel housing,”

The Student Hurricane Network (www.studenthurricanenetwork.org) is an organization of students from 61 law schools that seeks to mobilize law students from across the country to ensure justice in the relief, recovery, and rebuilding of the Gulf region.  This past winter, the Network coordinated its first major project, organizing more than 240 law students to travel to Louisiana and Mississippi over their winter break, working with 18 different public interest organizations.

“We were able to see where there were gaps in the city, state, and federal government responses to Katrina.  In many cases, if law students had not been there, people would have been denied benefits, or even evicted,” said Laila Hlass, a Columbia Law student who traveled with Student Hurricane Network (SHN) over winter break. “It’s great because SHN students help individuals rebuild their lives, but also work to make sure that justice is served in the rebuilding of institutions.”

“With Congress moving into election season and consideration of the President’s 2007 Budget, we must pressure political leaders to focus on the continuing, massive needs of people and communities hit by Katrina,” said Joshua Holmes, a University of Missouri law student and co-organizer of the event. “The legal profession, in particular, has an obligation to ensure that uprooted people get justice and are given help to defend their rights and their communities.”

