> ----- Original Message ----- 

> From: "Schexnyder, Elizabeth (HRSA)" <ESchexnyder@hrsa.gov>

> To: <barkmeier@aaslh.org>

> Sent: Thursday, September 15, 2005 1:46 PM

> Subject: RE: Hurricane Katrina

The National Hansen's Disease Museum in Carville, Louisiana sustained no damage to its collections or building due to hurricane Katrina.  But we now live in a changed world.

The Carville Historic District has become home to 2000 National Guardsmen from all over the country. They work in NOLA for shifts of 1 week protecting utilities crews and doing search/rescue and recovery. They live in a tent city set up on what was originally the staff side of the hospital. The top brass have filled the old Infirmary, recently renovated.  I think the FBI has offices here, too, prob. many displaced from their building near UNO campus.  A huge temporary morgue set up to handle the bodies (official count in LA is around 450) is 5 miles up the river road in St. Gabriel.  I heard on the news yesterday that one of the temporary trailer cities that the Fed.

Gov. is setting up to house 750 refugee families will be on about 350 

acres of land directly north bordering Carville's property boundaries.  The cafeteria here has been operational for about 18 hours a day, no one has had a day off since the storm.  We are trying to act "normal" in a world that is anything but.  The Public Health Service, the funders of the museum and our parent organization (National Hansen's Disease Programs), have been deployed to the stricken areas of MS and LA inspecting shelters and checking infrastructure for safety.  

Our T-1 and tele. lines were repaired and are functioning as of a day ago.  Tele. communication is much improved but hearing "all circuits are busy" is just as likely as getting a "ring" tone. Museum is fine, collections are fine.  Many new interesting visitors, some NOLA evacuees and the NG who are on R&R from their duties in NOLA.  We are all sharing our stories and the ones from the NG are of particular interest. Some were in the Super Dome, some were guarding Entergy workers. Weird hearing about neighborhoods and landmarks you've hung out in that are now destroyed and/or looted or used as triage centers.  My boyfriend Steven went into the city yesterday to check on his house and his brother's house.

They both live in mid-city.  Steven's house had had 5' of water, his brother had none. Only blocks apart. That area is now dry, but some streets are still impassable because of trees or debris in the roads.  Amazing.  During the day police and NG are patrolling (from all over the country) Steven was stopped and questioned (which is good that they are patrolling the neighborhoods for looters) He showed his ID with address and told the police (who are from Indiana) that he was glad they were checking. His porch was a "high point" in the neighborhood and apparently, someone had camped out there during the flood, water bottles and chairs piled up.  The NG said that daylight is "safe" but at night they still hear gunshots. Gun stores and pharmacies were looted.  Not a good recipe for what bad element managed to stay behind. On the outskirts of NOLA volunteer relief stations are set up doling out water and MRE, kits full of toiletries to anyone who stops. Timing seems a bit awkward, but I know they only want to help. Personally, I won't drink the water in my Parish, even though the boil order was rescinded; we had tetanus and Hep-A shots before returning from Memphis.

Steven said trees you would never expect to fall were in the streets, debris everywhere.  Steel girders holding up billboards bent to the ground. Many areas still underwater, underpasses still flooded.  Abandoned 18-wheelers. Huge mounds of trash from where stranded people were living on the roads.

Most of us have family or friends from NO who are now living with us, for

unknown periods of time, until things change and improve.  So much up in the air.  I have Steven, his brother Alan, and another friend Michael with me, glad that I have a home big enough to accommodate. I had no damage to my house, but huge oak and pecan limbs are strewn across my yard. Everywhere are helicopters overhead, emergency vehicles and utility trucks.  Many good stories of neighbors helping each other repair their homes after the storm.

My neighbor (an electrician) repaired my elect. box (pulled from house by

tree) and refuses payment.  Another broke into my house (with my 

permission) and took my refrigerator outside, emptied it, hosed it out--all while I was still in Memphis and unable to return because gasoline wasn't available. Moreover, I wasn't the only one that he and his family helped. 

I wanted you to know what was happening here and to thank you for your concern; the emails I've gotten from concerned friends and associates have meant a lot.

Best,

Elizabeth Schexnyder, Curator

National Hansen's Disease Museum

Carville, Louisiana

http://www.ssacares.org/checkin.php (SSA archives check-in page)

	Elizabeth Schexnyder, Curator

	The National Hansen's Disease Museum in Carville, Louisiana sustained no damages to building or collections due to Hurricane Katrina. But I returned from mandatory evacuation to a very changed world. Carville Historic District is now home to 2000 National Guardsmen from all over the country who report to duty in New Orleans for shifts of 1 week to protect utilities crews and search/rescue and recovery. They live in a tent city set up on what was originally the staff side of the hospital grounds. The top brass have filled the old Infirmary, recently renovated. I think the FBI has offices here, too, prob. many displaced from their building near UNO campus. A huge temporary morgue set up to handle the bodies (official count in LA is around 450) is 5 miles up the river road in St. Gabriel. I heard on the news yesterday that one of the temporary trailer cities that the Fed. Gov. is setting up to house 750 refugee families will be on about 350 acres of land directly north bordering Carville's property boundaries. The cafeteria here has been operational for about 18 hours a day; no one has had a day off since the storm. We are trying to act "normal" in a world that is anything but. The Public Health Service, the funders of the museum, are all out in the field inspecting shelters, checking infrastructure for safety all over LA and MS. We only got our T-1 and tele. lines repaired and functioning a day ago. Tele. communication is much improved but "all circuits are busy" is just as likely as getting a "ring" tone. Lastly, a trailer city of some 250 units will be installed behind the Carville Job Academy complex on what was the patients' 9-hole golf course. Many of the trailers will be used to house soldiers and others for administrative purposes, to continue the operations that the National Guard performed from Jackson Barracks, which was flooded. Today I took my first oral history from a Public Health Service officer who was wrapping up 2 weeks in the field, inspecting sanitation conditions at Louisiana evacuation sites.
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